PARLIAMENTARY  REPUBLIC

Both right and left continued to draw their strength from the
same sections of society and the same parts of the country, except
that Paris and its suburbs were divided between the Socialists
and a coalition of conservatives and nationalists which was in
the majority on the municipal council of Paris from 1900 onwards.
Thus, while still the centre of intellectual life, Paris has ceased to
decide the policy of France, control of which has passed to the
provinces, where all energies are concentrated upon politics and
economic factors. The great Parisian newspapers, which are the
only ones known abroad, have but a small influcmcc over the
political opinion of the nation and do not influence the elections.
The influence of great financial and industrial enterprises upon the
policy of France is still of a subterranean order, and its real im-
portance is open to question.

5 T H E   ACTUAL   CONDUCT   OF   POLITICAL   LIFE

The items of the party programmes have little interest for the
electors, save in so far as they are symbolic of a candidate's ten-
dencies. The elector is not very deeply concerned with the laws,
the effect of which upon his own personal life is remote and un-
certain. When he is electing a deputy, what interests him is not
the fact of choosing the six-hundredth part of a legislator; the
point in which he is mainly anxious to exert his choice is in select-
ing a local political leader, who shall be his mandatary in the
central Government.

In the centralized system of France, in which all decisions
affecting persons depend upon the power of die central Govern-
ment, what touches a Frenchman personally is the action of the
'administration' - that is, of the officials. It is they who grant or
refuse the authorizations applied for by the municipalities for
local purposes; it is they who make minor appointments, grant
personal favours and subsidies, apply regulations and prosecute,
or omit to prosecute, breaches of them. The deputies, as represen-
tatives of their constituents, have come to concern themselves
with the relations between these and the officials, whether by
hastening a decision about some piece of local business that has
been shelved by a Government department or by backing
individual requests for such favours as appointment to a post,
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